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WHY VLLEY FORGE FRST OF ANERIGANS

Washington Showed Consum- |
mate Military Genius in Seleot-
ing Spot for Winter Quarters.

SAVED TRACT FROM ENEMY |

British Possession of Philadelphia|
Mads It Imperative That the
American Army Should Be In
Close Touch With the Sel-
diers of King George.

There Is a letter of poculiar inter-
est written by QOeorge Washington |
from Valley Forge In Janusry, 1778
1t was dictated to. and the body of
the letter s in the handwriting ofl
Alexunder Hamilton Sparks printed
& portion of the letter but thought [t
well to leave out the following por
thon, i which Washington gives his
reancone Tor selecting Valley Forge
ae hix winter headquarters:

Fhe enemy st remadn (o posses
wiom of Philadelphia nond wre secured
by a wirong chaln of redonbt with in
trefchmenis of communieation from
Schuslkitl to Delaware  We are post
el on the west gide of the former
abwutl twenty miles from the eity, and

with paine ard industey the troops
are tolerably well covered In huts
We ure tn regret Are Lt maore
comforiably quartersd.  but  elreum:
siances would not admit of it Had
we retieed (o the towns o the In
Revior purt of the siate o large tract
of fertile country would have been

Washingten at Valley Forge

expouned to ravage and riuin and we
should have distressed (oo peenliar
munner the virtuous cltizens  from |
Philudelphin who had fled thither for |
refupe

So It will be seen that Washington

was influenced In golng o Valley
Forpge not only by a desire 1o har
rave and hold in check the suemy.

but 1o save hin fellow.citizens from
priviation and suffering.  Well may ha
be called the good and gront Wash.
fneton. No man has had more dim
eult and more desperats attnations to
fuee and no publie climracter i the
history of our country has hud, not
only to frame plans for mibitars  and
polithen] eriser, but to carrs out Thode
plans himeelf

Original Name Was Washen.

Mr Joseph 1 Keefer  developed
some eutlons Information on the ane
vonlbory ol Goorge Washingion.
T on pdidress whiloh he dedlvered hoefore
MWohllm Coshing camp, Sons of Vi

vratos, wt Washineton, Mr Keefop e
clamod that President Washingion's
fulefpiherds voere ot sanesd Washing
ton nt all helr nnme vies  Jilwin
Woashen Iy Ldwn whon John Washen,
President  Washington's  grewi-graml
fother, satledd from the north of HEug
Bnd tor the eolonies amd settled for
oo e e plvew callod Tops, neir

Codoninl Meach, he revised his plebinn
niiie of Washen for the more aristo
erathe Waehington. Mr. Kesfer gave

whoteh of the deep resvarches whivh
led e backward over the braneles
of the Washen family teew for more
thisn & generations, until he located
the originel Washen at Cave Cuantle,
Faigland He had many  Intervsiing
pietures of historleal subjects, which |
e digplayed In connection with his
lecture,

Washington,
A nation |8 not meraly an agerega:
tlon of individuals, but a hody of

Inws and institutions, welded into one
orgunie, lving entity. Writing and |
rending of history are beneficial only
in so far as history wvstablishes a
school of morals.

The past |s & vast finid.  The bad |
man as well as the good man Ands In |
cthe future a limitiess baven for his
imagination, and hopes for fame and
favor &t the hands of generations to
succeed him. The historian, looking
buck ut years far fled, neeking to per-
ceive clearly through obseurity the
right relation of acts of individuals, of
parties or of nations, Is sometimes
inclined o doubt the souudness of his
own judgment in & fature that harks
back to a past so distant.

8nub Precedes Triumph,

After one of Gen. Washington's dis-
astrous campalgna the Iadies of Phil-
adelphia declined to notice hin wife,
and admiuistered the wpub direct,
which wis In Interesting contmst to
thelr reception of her when next she
entered Philadelphia as the wife of
the president.

| Fram an Old Portrait of the Wife of

| record of thelr public lives as Wash-

Honor at Once Conferred by
Washington’s Countrymen Will
Be Confirmed by History.

HIS HIGH HINK AS STATESMAN

Far-Seeing Mind Perceived the Fu
ture Neads of tha Country He Had
Done se Much to Create—
Loved and Trusted as
He Desarved.

Once more, what is it to be an
American”’ Putting aside all the out-
or shows of dress and manners, so-
clal customs aund physical peculiark
ties, In It not to belleve in America
and in the ANmerican people?  Is it
not to bave an abiding and moving
faith In the future and in the destiny
of America’ Something above and
beyond the patriotism and love which
overy man whose soul |s not dead
within bim fevls for tho land of his

Bbirth.  Is it pot to be pationnl wnd not
wetional,  independent gad  not colo
whal ' 1w it not to have a higher con-

coption of what this greal new coun-
tey whould be. and 1o follow out that
ldeal with lovalty and trath?  las
any man In our history fulfilled these
conditions more perfectly and com
pletely than George Washington ® Hax
any man ever lved who served the
\meriean people more falthfully, or
with a higher and truer coneoption of
the destiny amd  possibilities of the
cotntey ®

He was the first to rise above all
colonial or sinie llaes  and  grasp
firmly the conception of i natlon te
e formed from the thifteen larring
eolonios  The neccesity of natlonal
action In the army was at onee aps
parent to him. although not to oth.
ers: bt he earcied the same  broad
views Inte widely distant felde whoere
nt the wholly egeaped no
tles 1t Washington  oppressed
by a thonsand cares. who in  the
irly dwve of the Revolution saw the
tiiven]  of wilhimiralt
Pyt and Tor other Purpokes It wis
d thisn <ehonme, Yours
drvamed of the |
thee  speeind |
tormed for |
with this|
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federnl  Jadlotary  of the Palted
St Fiven In the varly dawn of
e Bovodution. Washonton had elenr
In hix own wind the peod of a eonth
nentul wvsten tor war diplomaey,
fvatiee mmd lanw anad he waorked stead
My o Breinge thie policy o fulWhment

There must have heon something
vory Impressive abont a man. whe
with no pretensions to the art of the
orator and with no toueh of the char
wtan conld so move and afect vast
hodlen of men by Wil prosencs alone
Itut the peaple. with the keen sye of
uffection. looked hovond the  mers
ontward nobility of form  They saw
thee wolidior who had glven them vie
ey the great statesman wha haed led
they ot of confuasion snd faetion 1
nreder and  good  coverament Puriy
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R (R L mll:hl rave, hut the T
vt ol the peoaple wak  never  af
il ey Toveal, tpusted] and well
<h o worshiped  Washington  1iving
il ey Baves hionored and reverem
ol hime owieh an o unehanging  fdeting
P his et Hones Cabor Laodge
The Renl George Washington ™
MARTHA WASHINGTON,

the Great President.

Washington's Recerde Public.
Few men have lsft so complete &

ington. He began early o keap coplea
of all his important letters and after
the outbreak of the revolution he was
undoubtedly conscious that the eir
cumsiances of his career were such
as to make a record of them, ome
which would be of Imterest to others
than those of his own geaeration. This
fact in Iteelf must bave acted as &
restraint o the free expression of feel-
ings In which leaser men may indulge
themsalves.

Worthy Wife of Here.

Mrs. Washington, on one ocoaslon,
save & striking illustration of har sue-
cess In domestic manufacture by ap-
pearing |n s dress of cotton stripsd
with silk sad entirely home made, the
wllk stripes In the fabric belng woven
from the ravellings of brown sllk
stockings and old erimecn chair cov.

‘; ﬂashingiﬁe -

GEORGE WASHINGTON

An Unfamil ar but Authen

Jriwt

Truly Great Man '

You must oxeuse wme from uniting
with you to honor the memory of your
Mustrions countryman, sines 1 could
net do so with sincerity. for Washing. !
ton weorned & crown. and did more 1o
bring royalty Into contempt than all
men who have ever lived —Emperor
Francis | of Austria

Untll tme shall be no more will &
test of the progress which our race
bas made in wisdom and virtue be de- |
rived from the veneration pald to the
immorial nume of Washington.—Lord
Nroughum

Again is here the anniversary of lhai
birth of George Washington—a legal |
holldny from Porto Rico to the Philip-
pdnex, and & notable day to the 160,
v who are earexing the English
Popgnsge pronnd the glohe, as well ax
to all elvilized peoples

Washington's place in history has
losme  heen fxed It he Is not the
erewtost man of all thme it s not poe
Wi Lo e wogreater This is e

et of ebvilizatlon aod haw stood
unehunged doring the dhien b
denth
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hleswsd, he loges nor one dol o L
bt rather galns In grentiness, ahilk
we galn a human Father of thin Cout

ry For CGoorge Washingron, in
of history
of Adum

The proof that Woshington was very
human=—a man of fall blowd and hoe
tomwper, senaltivee modest amd donln
ful of hiz eapacity. fond of the good
ihings of life as he saw them and e
Toctant 1o glve them up even st the
onll of duty—In rendy lfor the asking
I 's In the writings of Washington
Tmself —not so muech in thoss state
documentn in which he was more or
lows on parade-—as in the thousands
of Intimate pages of diaries and let
lers. Lol the student onee forge!
Washington the demigod, and Wash:
inglon the man springs to life from
these writings. And there In abun
dant corroboration—if It were neaded
—in the writings of hix contempora.
rles,

Delving Into Washington's papers in
wenrch of the real man, we come upon
all morts of little things that show
him to have been very much llka the
reat of us in many ways. We have
space for but these:

The superciliousness of the British
oMoar rasped the Colonial Washing
ton to the gquiek. After the Oreat
Meadows campaign he declined a non
descript comman fu these words: “If
you think me capable of holding »
commission that has neither raank mor
emolument annexed to it you mast
entertain » very coatemptible opinion
of my weakaess, and beliave ma to be
more smpty than the commission it

Washington liked good wine and his
Madeira was famous. We find him
aghast over the fact that Afty-six bot-
ties of It had been served to casusl
visitors at Mount Vernon during his
abssnee and writing to bave it stopped

{ UL
WHE s liman as any sob

st once. He says claret s good snough

tic Portrait of Washington
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f i || n|||- Cwhoo may el too maks
a converdenee of the house in travel

Ve, o who may b fnddues
o oty e of eurioslty
Woashiingron's Jdislike for slavery and

is Weimanity to Bils #lasves are beyomd

sl lon Nevertholvss we fimd him
vrining Al what sort of sickness
in Doty Davis'? A more ey, divevit
il and impadent hussy is not to e

found tn the United States

When Wushington was olectod pros
Ident  he wrote Knox In vontl-
donce, | tell you * * * that my
movement to the chair of government
will be accompanied by feclings ot
nlike those of & culprit who in going
to the place of his execution

Washington kept his hot temper un
der fron eontrol.  He abhoreed  pro-
fatity. And here are (wo tonches of
nature that make us all akin: A1 Mon
mouth, Nnding the traltor Lee in o re

L1}

teent, he galloped ap 1o him at full
speed and swore at him Cuntil the
leaves shook on the troes * ®  ®
ke an aneel from heaven ™ Tnoa cab
el e otingg some one hnded him a
cartoon represeniing  him as betug
publicly  executed by the guillotine

thus writes of the
The president was moach inflamed
gt fnto one of thoke passions e he
it eommiied himselt, dan on o
peotsotial abuse whieh had heon
st il o lbnn, detied any  nan on
el to prodies one single aet of i
new e had boeen i the goseringont
Wiel s nat done on the parest mo
it hee il nesver ropenitod bat
neee Baving shipped the moment of
dgning his ofMles, and  that  was
cEy minent sinee s that by God he
il eather bwe i Wis grave than In
4 present sibaation ]
Washitegton was no Treak of genlay

Feeforr min TUHITE

i1

winging to Nife Milbacued far the
wh ta s hiteh he sus called. He was
A ronslstent ot iaanes of the Tt

vopattern He Clpersased in wisdom
and wniupee and o faver with God
vl man He grew, Just as we all
wiaw

Fhe Washington who was so el
Paasedd by the thanks of the Virginla
e of Hurgesses chat he conld uot
speak. and thus called forth Speaked
Hobhinson's Immorigl 'St down, Mr
Wishington: your modesty Is equal (o
vonr valor, and that surpasses the
power of any lnngoage that | possess,”
was & very different Washington from
the Washington who awed the great
af all the world

lind Washington died before he be-
came sommanderin-chief he would be
remembered merely as a gallant Colo-
ninl woldler and rich planter; I just
after the surrender of Yorkiown, as
one of the great genersls of the
world; If after the Federal convention,
ax a political leader and great gen-
eral. It requires his presidency to es-
tablish His statesmanship. And final:
ly it took his retirement to private
e to give the last touch te his
patriotism and proclaim him

“Firet in war, first In peace, and
first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

Washington's “Charmed Life"
The Indiane said Washington bore
a charmed life after he got four bul-
lets through his coat and had two
horses shot under him In & movement
led by General Araddock against Fort
Duqueane,

Showed Mis Wisdem Early.
Oeorge Washington was just twen:

tyone years old whep Govermor Din- |

widdie sent sim on & perilous jour- |

ney to Ohlo to find out the strength
of the French, which he accomplished
handlly,

| home

WUHIHY OF BUILDER

George Wanhingtun Had, as Was
Appropriate, the Finest House
in the National Capital.

COST MUST HAVE BEEN GREAT

From Records It Seems That the Firet
President Either Built or Mad in
Contempliation Other Habita
tions—British Respected
the Mansion,

Records show that George Washing:
ton had v miond the bullding of an.
other house. or other houses than his
on Capitol I Thers 18 no
avallable record to ahow how much |
mwonny Washington cxpended upon his
ity manston The cosxt must have
been conslderable in those days ot
wlow travel, when belcks were hrought
acrose the oeean In saillng  vessels,
and  when experionced  bricklayers
wore fow and able o command Very
el W s

Athough
v lgght,

three  stories  in |
ey laree wpd rooms
TR Moreover, 1t was inteaded to
b the best house in the Federa) city
tor Washington undoubtedls  realized

only
Mowas v

the  fact that he =ax the (oremost
cltlzem of the yow ropablie and one
of the foremost men i the whol
sorld

w lovel with the atrest
manston arigina

Althongh n
foiW Known that the

i 1o visit v |

Iv stownd upon w et raee ascendod by
wtone wteps. The prounds were sur
roinddinl by o hedee fenee, similar to
thee hodiees whieh  sarrounds Momin!
Vernon  estate  The mianskon faces
cast amd iw paraltel with the capitol
building  Hiw front view sas owver A
largge lovel platean whiel s bonnd
vil By the horlaon vipped hills of Mary
Tt o platean upot which Washing
tan expectod the Pederal ol 1o b
by Wanhington, tefor=on, Carroll
and others purchasod substantialic all
of the st land on the platean o
thedr hedee ok Chee Taned e suehe spes
I ulalis nirk thit Mot akers
witight the & L . th Whiite
1 M matogtil of Tl et s amd the
| Fedoral vty v Sl o Yo W
and nortlivest par? o W ey !
VAT
Aedtsritid W iTKes proerelin el 2l tuam
sbiam froomm the fus g it
and s It oas hie begnies ddititie W
Tifesninmee Mis liecdy ol ,,,h,
Taliv, an trish Smerioan  vvern Kvog
or, Talty rentedd It v st prom
ettt soelery folks, alway P v IR
u high rental for it from them Aot

forts vears oo Talty sald 1 o 5 man
wamed Hillman, who used 0 for o o

boarding hows

When the Lritish soldiers captured
the Federal ooty In ISUL and ravaged
It wavaeols, they so reapected  the
Washioeton mansion that they did not
Injure it, nor even invade I

VALLEY FORGE

The
changed
ington made his headguarters i pre

place  has  besn  but  little
The house In which Wash

werved, wnd mome of the Intrench
meutn made hy the patriots can he
traced today. Over a thousand aeree
have been taken by Pennsylvania for
park purposes,

Americans True to Their Ideal.

For more than s century the Ameri-
uah people, who are vredited by the
world an being & money making and
loving people, making wealth the s
santial of rank, and being deplorably
destitute of sentiment, have presented
to the world an object lesson of Adel-
ity to a lofty ideal In the respect pald
1o the memory of (lsorge Washing:
ton. And there la none to ussert that
~ this enthusiasm {s due 1o a romantic
exaggaration of his countrymen amd
}euunlrrl'ulnn. The searchlight has
heen turned on hia every dead, and
| summing it all up the verdict has
baen that he waa falthful, wise, pure,
| unsullied by ambition and unepolled
'hr adulation,

| aremingly wholly
| countless thousands of patriolie
| grimn who delight 1o do

tel, mnd it was locally knoan as The
Hillman Hoose ™ That owner died
and the residenes wis sobl and e
sold o number of tes, being nsed
thee greater part  of  the e as A

aPOT LITTLE KNOWN

Birthplace ol wathinqton Seems
Strangely Forgotten by the
Average American,

NOT FAR FROM MOUNT VERNON

Wakefieid Plantation, Though lsclated,
ls Well Weorth a Visit—Monument
Erected by National Goverm
ment on Ground Whare
House Stood.

It will doubtless come ax something
of a surprise to most readers, and
powsibly ns something of » shock, to
learn that one of the moat historts
tocalities connected with the carear
af the foremost American should ba
today almost wholly neglectsd by hiae
countevmen  This notable object of
negloet in this age of patriotic abirines
® none other than the birthplace of
eorge Washington at Wakefleld plan
tation. on the Virginia shore of tha
Lower Potomae river 10 ju not et
this significant spot 18 unmarked —
A gratefu! natlon B seen to IF thae
wo place wssocintod with Goc sge W anh.

Monument
George Washingten,

Marking Birthplace of

ngton s devold of mounument or com-
memarative  tablet bt that It e
nnkuown to thoss
pil
homuage to
by  visits 10 loealities
copaplenous  through  his

Washington
rendered
Carcer
The neglect of Waketield, where the
Father of His Country Hrst opened
his eyes upon the world. 8 all tha
mors strange when It s pointed ont
that it s located lows than half
day & Journey by stegmer from Mount
Verton that preeminent mecea  for
e Smerican tourist and for foreign
I=itists whiteh ks vishted cuch year by
gt thonsinds of  sight
frenjile it the O
Mount Ver
returning  homs

thnini s
I'hs vl Vi
Iwiniodon promarily 1o wes

tan pever ik ol

SRR ]

Wt peope bt the gquaint town of
Mexandeig,  whers Washingion at
topddeal e ad engagsd In other
piblie activition, aud not o few  of
v adso make Jolirieys to various
wrorle manstons whieh the firsi pres-
thent  designed or Lol as, Tor ine
staper, e pramtsion w el hie balle for

lis beloved Nelly Cuastls, bt sociming
Iy thie touring throwg bax quite overs
Tondord the ot that thie savior of his
comutes had o bie hiplisge

Fhe oddd thing abour the presents
day negleet of Waketiold plantation in
that the old farm was vigited by vast.
Iy wreater tumbers of preople o fow
sowr o than It has e mors ros
contly Thes seeret ol the  whola
thing = that Warhiugion & bivthplaca
I vory dsolntod Indeed It would be
dificult ta And o more oul-of the-way
noak (0 the eastern  part of  the
United States No rallrond approsaches
within many miles of it, and the only
mvans of acced s found in the steam-
v piving up and down the Polomae
river In days gone by these river
oruft curried many  interested pees
sons to Wakefield, The United Siates
government huilt a pler gt the plants-
tlon, and steamers were ecoabled to
land passsngers almost at the site of
the manor house in which Washington
was born,

An han been waid, the historic spot
at  Wakefleld has not been left un-
marked, although 'solated and neglect-
od Insofar as the tide of twentieth.cen-
tury lourist travel is concerned. It
was in 1896 that the pational govern-
ment erected at Wakefield a copy of
facsimile In reduced sise of the Wash-
Ington national monument at the na-
tiopal capital. The unadorned shaft,
which Is somewhat similar (though

wis)



